Some remarks on definition and validity of terms used in models for infectious disease spread.
The epidemiology of infectious diseases makes use of a number of terms, such as exposure, infected, carrier, attack rate, and immunity. Researchers who intend to model the spread of epidemics should be aware of the problems with some of these terms. The role played by inapparent, or subclinical, infections is receiving increased attention in infectious disease epidemiology. Patients with such infections may never be reported as cases, which could give rise to problems when, for example, data from national surveillance bodies are being used for modeling. The assignment of patients to different transmission groups must, in most cases, rely on self-reported data from the medical interview. This possible source of bias should be recognized.